
  

Facebook Places: Is it right for you? 
Learn the benefits and drawbacks of this Facebook feature and learn how to protect your privacy. 

By Yuki Hayashi 

  
Also, for those who are trying to avoid abusive exes or stalkers, FB Places raises new privacy concerns. 
You may not include these undesirables on your Friend list, but what if they're Friends with any of your 
Friends? 
 
Another downside of Places is the ability your Friends have to check you in, without your authorization. 
"You can check other people in at a location pretty much the same way you'd tag someone in a photo," 
says Cutler. Although the checked-in party has the option to decline, "there's a time gap until you do, so 
that unwanted people can see this event," says Cutler. (There's also the potential for career or 
relationship damage, if your prankster buddy or frenemy decides to check you into a sleazy club or 
motel, for example.)  
 
How to make Facebook Places work for you 
Facebook has been criticized for its lax approach to privacy. FB Places won't change that. "Places is 
enabled by default, so you have to go into your Settings to disable it," says Cutler. 
 
As we all know, our Facebook Friends aren't the same as our real-life friends. In fact, many of us are 
Friends with people we've never even met. So when using FB Places it's crucial to customize your 
settings so only your real friends/Friends can access your "check ins."  
 
"The first thing I'd do is prune my Friend list so I don't have vague Facebook Friends turn into awkward 
real-life encounters," offers John Pavkovic, a FB user in Toronto. 
 
Here's a page Cutler recommends for step-by-step instructions. 
 
Another option is to just not use FB Places. Pavkovic says meeting real friends/Friends can be as simple 
as using "basic social networking tools like phone, SMS, Facebook, Blackberry Messenger…and just 
plain running into people." 
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Read more: 
• Are you a good Facebook friend? 
• 10 things you didn't know about Facebook (including why your friends are addicted to it) 
• How to Facebook your way to a better job 
 
Check out: 
• CanadianLiving.com Community 
• CanadianLiving.com Life 

 Page 1 - Safety and security concerns around Facebook Places  
 Page 2 - How to make Facebook Places work for you  

 

  

Join the free Canadian Living Mobile Club and Win 
Join our Mobile Club by November 26th for a chance to win great prizes. Simply text the 
keyword CL to 825825 to join and be automatically entered into the contest. The more 
friends you tell, the more chances you have to win! Standard message and data rates may 
apply. Visit m.canadianliving.com on your BlackBerry® or iPhone™.  

Like Be the first of your friends to like this.
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